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YEAR OF VOLUNTEERING GUIDANCE NOTES

1. BACKGROUND

These notes are for individuals or community groups wanting to apply for a grant in connection with the 2010 Year of Volunteering.   The grants schemes include:

· YoV Community Activity Grants: up to £250 to promote active citizenship and local community activity

· Grassroots Grants: between £250 and £900 for constituted groups with an income of under £30,000 a year 

· Health Grants: supported by NHS Leeds, of between £250 and £500 for groups using volunteers to support health-related projects. 

· City of Leeds Grants of up to £2,000 for groups of any size that use volunteers, or would like to use volunteers, to deliver their work.  

2. CRITERIA 

Applicants must be running an activity / project / programme that will meet the aims of the 2010 Year of Volunteering which are to:
· Celebrate and promote volunteering

· Increase community engagement through volunteering

· Help groups attract more volunteers and provide more volunteering opportunities

· Deliver a quality volunteering experience

Where possible, we hope that activities might link with the 11 themes that have been selected as detailed below. These themes will run throughout the year with a special focus being made in the month in question.  This does not mean, for instance, that if you are applying for a grant in connection with a health project, it has to take place in February but it might mean that we highlight your project in that month.

	February
	Volunteering for Health: focus on health-related activities and themes such as smoking, healthy hearts

	March 
	Volunteering in every neighbourhood: locally based activities and celebrations 

	April
	Volunteering Across the Generations: supporting projects that bring different generations together 

	May
	Volunteering for Literacy and Learning: work in schools, governors and mentors, 

	June
	Valuing Volunteering in Leeds: focus on improving quality, a kitemark for volunteering, appreciating volunteers

	July
	Volunteering for Leisure: incorporating sport, arts, culture

	August
	Volunteering and Environment: including wildlife, parks, city pride

	September
	Volunteering for a Safer Leeds: neighbourhood watch, crime fighters, local clean up campaigns

	October
	Volunteer for all: older people, children and young people, harmonious communities 

	November
	Children and Young People: youth projects

	December
	Celebrating Volunteering: recognising value of volunteers 


The type of activity we will fund is quite broad.  You might: 

· Be holding an event 

· Want to recruit new volunteers or celebrate the work of your current volunteers

· Need something to help your organisation offer a more quality volunteering experience 

· Be looking to expand the kind of support that volunteers can provide in your organisation 
3. GRANTS SCHEMES 
Four separate grants schemes are available – see the quick reference table below for further details. 
	
	Groups of individuals with no constitution
	Groups with constitution and income of under £30,000 a year
	Groups with constitution and income over £30,000 a year

	Community Activity Grants – up to £250
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	Grassroots Grants – £250 to £900
	No
	Yes
	No 

	Healthy Living grants – £250 to £500
	No
	Yes – if have a health outcome
	Yes – if have a health outcome

	City of Leeds Grants – up to £2,000 
	No 
	Yes 
	Yes 


Community Activity Grants: up to £250 
The aim of this grants programme is to encourage people who live close to each other, or share a common interest, to be able to apply for a grant to enable them to run an event, project or activity. We believe that working together with neighbours can help build stronger, local communities and this might be the first step towards getting involved in more regular volunteering activity. 
You don’t need to be a constituted group to apply for a grant, and you don’t need to meet the themes outlined under “criteria” above.  You might be a group of friends, local tenants and residents or be united by an interest in something specific i.e. be parents of children with a specific learning need or be a group of young people with an interest in a specific hobby. The focus is on “active citizenship” i.e. encouraging people who live or work close to each other to work more closely together.    
In mid January 2010, we will be producing an information pack with ideas on the kind of project or activity you might like to get involved with.  Perhaps you would like to get together with neighbours or people on an estate to take a photo so you can get to know each other better or to plant some bulbs to improve the local environment.  Why not host a tea party for local children, or to introduce refugees or asylum-seekers into the local community.   Can you set up a skills swop – someone does your gardening and you bake them a cake.  We will consider a wide range of ideas. 

There is an application form to complete and deadlines for the receipt of forms are end February and end April 2010.  If there are any funds still remaining, we will hold a final grants round at the end of June 2010. 

Grassroots grants between £250 and £900 
Funding for this scheme comes from the Office of the Third Sector under its Grassroots Grants programme.  To qualify you must be a constituted community group that has been in operation for at least 12 months at the time of application.  In addition, your income must have been under £30,000 a year for the past 3 years.
Grants can be used to support: ongoing activities; one-off events (as long as they have longer-term benefits); or to buy capital equipment.   We are particularly looking for groups that would like to use a grant to improve the effectiveness of their volunteering. 
This programme has a rolling deadline with applications being submitted at any time during the year up until 31st October 2010. 
Health Grants of between £250 and £500 

Supported by NHS Leeds, the aim of this grants scheme is to support organisations that are addressing health inequalities in Leeds. 

You need to be a constituted group to apply but there is no upper limit in terms of your turnover.  To qualify you must be:

· Tackling some of the city’s key health priorities which are: reducing poverty; promoting positive emotional health and wellbeing; or putting prevention first.   

· Benefiting people living in the 10% most deprived wards or benefiting a group classified as vulnerable.

The deadline for receipt of grant application is Friday 29th January 2010.  Decisions will be made in early February and successful applicants will be invited to a special event at the end of February 2010, as part of the Year of Volunteering for Health celebrations.

City of Leeds grants up to £2,000 

Funding for this scheme comes from the City of Leeds Fund, a newly-created grants programme made possible by the transfer of a number of redundant trusts from Leeds City Council.

We will be awarding a small number of grants – a maximum of 10 – to groups whose income is over £30,000 a year and who want to run an event or activity to encourage or support volunteering.  Grants in this category will be up to £2,000 
There is just one deadline at the end of March 2010.

Details of how to apply, and a copy of the application form can be found by going to: 
www.leedscommunityfoundation.org.uk/grant-making.htm

Leeds Community Foundation, Ground Floor, 51a St Paul’s Street, Leeds LS1 2TE
Tel: (0113) 242 2426
Email carlos@leedscommunityfoundation.org.uk
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